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Thomas had certainly intended to defy his brother,
the Protector. When his plottings had come to
light that brother was not likely to show him
much mercy. For the Protector got to know what
was going on, and he acted at once. Thomas was
arrested, and to his horror found himself accused
of treason. Now his danger burst upon him, and
also his lack of support. The Council were all
"hostile; they backed the man in possession of
power. Nor was help to come from the young
king. Edward VI seems to have been completely
heartless. He was to see the uncles whom he had
known all his life, and with whom he had apparently
been very friendly, put to death without the
slightest feeling of any sort, and to enter up
their executions in his diary quite placidly along
with other daily news. If Thomas hoped for his
support he was completely mistaken.
But it was very uncertain whether anything
definite could be proved against Thomas. Proof
of actual conspiracy with Elizabeth would be
fatal to him, and therefore great efforts were made
to get that proof. Seymour himself quite firmly
refused to answer all questions and charges, and
he was a bold resolute man. Elizabeth was only
a girl of fifteen, and the Protector thought evidence
could more easily be wrung out of her. So she
and her servants were now to be dealt with. First
her governess and her " cofferer " or treasurer
were arrested and taken to the Tower. Then a
specially acute man, Sir Robert Tyrwhitt, was